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ATKINSON PLANNING BOARD 
Atkinson, New Hampshire 

Regular Meeting 
Wednesday October 17, 2012 

 
Present: Sue Killam, Chairman; Vice Chairman: Paul DiMaggio, Regular Members: Mike Turell, John Wolters,  Tim 
Dziechowski , Alternates: Scott Simons, Todd Barbera, Ex-Officio 
 
Ms. Killam called the meeting to order at: 7:43 p.m. 
 
Minutes 
 
Minutes of September 19, 2012  
 
Mike made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Paul seconded the motion and the Board voted in 
favor to accept the minutes  
 
Minutes of October 3, 2012 
 
The Board decided to defer the minutes until they could be closely reviewed. 
 
Correspondence 
 
Incoming  - Haverhill - Meeting on  10/16/12 - 90 Amesbury Road - property within 500 feet of the water 
  - Unitel - Annual Granite State - 11/8/12 on Gas Emergency Planning - Sue asked if anyone was  
   interested in going 
  - Email - Well Head Protection  - DES  - Phase 2 - Sue read email to Board 
 
Outgoing  none  
 
 
Discussion on DES and whether the town should have received the letter. Board discussed the maintenance that is 
required. Julie explained about the Phase 2 maps and how and where the ground water modifications. The map is 
where the water comes from today. Julie feels that the town should not have received the letter. The discussion 
went into the commercial/industrial and if there is a risk to the water. Julie stated that there are grants for aquifers 
that targets municipal water supply. 
 
Discussion on privatively owned water companies and the strict regulations and precautions. Discussion on ground 
water dug wells and drilled wells for residents and how the residents test water. Discussion went on to 2012 
Ground Water Protection Plan and how it doesn't apply to the town. Discussion went on to Pennechuck. They own 
one  well in Atkinson as well as managing some of the condo systems. Sue explained glacial stratified drift.  
 
Survey 
 
Sue wanted to thank everyone for participating and  helping with the survey. Julie handed out a Survey Monkey 
generated simple report. Julie stated that questions 8,9 and 19 were narrative and she is still finding a way to 
aggregate the information. Julie explained that the questions were ranked by their responses and had an average 
rating and that these would not be helpful to the Board. Julie pointed out to the Board that on question 6(a) for 
construction of a skateboard park 47.1% noted in bold print in the report and compared it to 6(j) provide senior 
transportation was 42.3%. Julie stated that it was due to the age range that was filling out the survey and that is 
where their needs are. Julie stated that she and Scott would work together to help compile the numbers so that 
they could be made to read easily for the Board to use in the master plan. Julie stated from going over the numbers 
that the conservation issues were high on the list of requirements that the town wants to preserve. Julie stated to 
the board that question 7 was written in a reverse scale and that this helps validate the survey, so that people aren't 
just going down the line filling out the survey. Sue stated that there were comments regarding the reversal in the 
questions. 
 
Discussion on that there was 3,170 mailing addresses and that the number of surveys returned was 17% and that 
was more than what the board was expecting. The Board discussed the question 12 that was "How long have you 
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lived in Atkinson" the Board was not surprised that many of the residents have lived here for a long time and quite a 
few were born here. The discussion evolved to question 14 and "why people moved to Atkinson" and that visual 
appearance was second to number one, which was location and Quality of Life was number 3. Julie mentioned that 
she was surprised  that people were passionate about buffers around streams to help preserve the wildlife. Julie 
also noted that there was a big interest in having a town beach at Big Island Pond.  
 
The Board discussed how to rank the survey on priorities and what should be done from the information compiled 
from the survey. Discussion on keeping the two high and two lows and dropping the neutrals. Todd would like to 
post the survey results on the Town website. The Board would like to have all the results listed but the discussion 
went on to how to list the comments and should they be listed. Julie would like to look and see if there is a pattern. 
Scott and Julie discussed how to extract the data and use it in Excel. Todd also expressed an interest in giving the 
results to the Board of Selectmen. Sue stated that she would like all departments to have a copy as it would help 
each department. Sue would like make a complete package before posting. 
 
Julie to let Sue and the Board know what she has left of the Circuit Rider’s Contract hours as well as Contracted 
hours. Sue informed the Board that at the November meeting there may be a lot line adjustment and another 
commercial vacant lot on Industrial Way. Sue wanted the Board to know that the budget ends on December 31, 
2012. Discussion on if the left over monies would be encumbered. Discussion on how the Circuit Rider's contract 
was paid in 3 payments. 
    
A question was asked on how Plaistow is ahead of Atkinson in grants for sidewalks. The Town Manager of Plaistow  
is full time and has grant writing experience. Plaistow has 7,609 residents but has more commercial zoning and 
they have 2x the operating budget. Julie stated that there were grants for bike trails available. There was a 
discussion that once the numbers are aggregated that they could be used for recommendations. A question was 
asked on how much was the survey and it was stated that it was done for the cost of the mailing and the meeting. 
Discussion on available grant monies and how best to use Julie’s time. Discussion evolved into the age range that 
filled out the surveys and how ages 41-60 were the ones to fill out the survey and that 61-75 were the second. The 
Board wanted to find a way to have the 26-40 group to participate. The Board discussed that if sending the 
information home with the school notices or if through the PTA, sporting events and scouts. The Board compared  
the number of 26-40 y/o with voting and the survey. Julie suggested next time making the survey a one pager and 
thinking that more in that age bracket would fill it out.  
 
The Board discussed that if questions were not answered that people were comfortable. That using the survey was 
a tool and a good guide to help with the Visioning chapter.  
 
The Board discussed the planning agenda for the remainder of the year. This lead the Board to the Build out table 
error on the buildable land and if it was to be added to the Future Land Use chapter. The discussion then went into 
Conservation and prime wetland. The Board discussed the amount of open space  and provisions of cluster 
development in the commercial/professional zones. The Board discussed open space access to the trails. There 
was discussion on incentive zoning in development. The discussion that there was no incentive as there is no 
natural gas, water, restaurants or sewer for builders to want to build professional clusters. The Board discussed 
whether to change the permitted use chart to expand the uses in the commercial industrial/commercial professional 
zoning. There was discussion about campuses and open space. Discussed on recreational trails, health clubs and 
walking trails.  
 
Sue mentioned that there may be a public hearing before Jan 15th for any warrant articles. Scott and Julie are to 
work on getting results by the November 7th meeting via email. Sue will send Todd results but will wait until 
numbers are compiled.  
 
 
Mike made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Paul seconded the motion and the Board voted in favor to adjourn. 
 
 
The Planning Board meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Patty Power  
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