
ATKINSON PLANNING BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES  

WEDNESDAY, May 7, 2014 
 

 
Members Present:     Other’s Present 
 
Sue Killam, Chairperson   Julie LaBranche, Rockingham Planning 
Paul DiMaggio, Vice Chairman 
Mike Turell   
John Wolters 
 
Call to order:   
 
Chairperson Killam called the regular meeting of the Atkinson Planning Board to order on Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at 
7:47 PM.   
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 
Wednesday, March 19, 2014 - Member Mike Turell made a motion to approve the minutes of the Wednesday, 
March 19, 2014 meeting of the Town of Atkinson Planning Board as written.  Member John Wolters seconded the 
motion.  All members of the Atkinson Planning Board present voted in favor.  Vote:  4/0 with 2 absent.   
 
April 2, 2014 - Vice Chairman Paul DiMaggio made a motion to approve the minutes of the Wednesday, April 2, 
2014 minutes of the Town of Atkinson Planning Board as written.  Member John Wolters seconded the motion.  
Vote:  3/0/1 with Member Mike Turell abstaining.   
 
April 16, 2014 - Member Mike Turell made a motion to approve the minutes of the Wednesday, April 16, 2014 
meeting of the Town of Atkinson Planning Board as written.  Member John Wolters seconded the motion.  All 
members of the Atkinson Planning Board present voted in favor.  Vote:  4/0 with 2 absent.   
 
 
Correspondence: none 

 

Workshop:   
 

Application by AT&T for a Cell Tower at the Atkinson Country Club - Chairperson Killam reminded the Board that an 
application from AT&T will be presented by an acquisition specialist, Nanepashamet, and their attorney at the next 
meeting.  The site is on one corner of the Country Club, overlooking the Salem Dump, near the gravel pit.  It is in a 
residential zone and cell towers are not permitted in residential zones so they need to go to the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment ("ZBA").  They did not submit the application to the ZBA in time for the May meeting so they are coming to the 
Planning Board May 21, 2014 meeting first.  Julie LaBranche stated that according to the FCC's, a completeness review 
must be done within 30 days.  Whatever the Board asks for, it gives the applicant extra time to get it.  Julie LaBranche will 
send Stantec the statute regarding the completeness review.  The applicants will go to the June 11, 2014 ZBA meeting to 
request a variance.  RSA 12K is the applicable statute.  There are 74 abutters.  The applicable Zoning regulation is in 
Section 800, Wireless Communications.   

Future Land Use Chapter of the Atkinson Master Plan - Julie LaBranche brought in the draft for the future land use 
chapter of the Atkinson Master Plan.  The sections on Buffers will be inserted into the Future Land Use Chapter of the 
Atkinson Master Plan.   

The spreadsheet developed by Tim Dziechowski on the status of all municipal lands will also be inserted into the Future 
Land Use Chapter as Section G in the Atkinson Master Plan.  The Board discussed parcels that are candidates for status 
change.  Mr. Dziechowski is attempting to change the designation of some of the parcels because of title issues.  
             
 Mr.Turell would like to make a change on page FLU 8 of the draft, and take out "expenses," so it will read 
"Provide public information about the Town's financial responsibility and liability when citizens petition by warrant article 
for acceptance of private roads as public roads."  

Ms. LaBranche suggested adding an introduction to the chapter.  Mr. DiMaggio suggested the introduction should tie into 
the vision statement.   
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The Board discussed Section E, Number 7 - "planning for a new town cemetery preferably in the town center or elsewhere 
on municipal land" and decided that Number 7 should be moved from Section E regarding enhancing the Town Center to 
Section F which discusses considerations for future growth and development; partly because there might not be room for 
a new town cemetery in the town center and the new cemetery may need to be put on other municipal land.   

Julie LaBranche suggested putting the draft Future Land Use Chapter on the web site.   

 
New/Old Business: None 
 
  
Public Hearings:  None 
 
 
Other:  None 
 
Chairperson Killam requested a motion to adjourn.   
 
Member Mike Turell made a motion to adjourn the May 7, 2014 meeting of the Atkinson Planning Board at 8:35 
PM.  Member John Wolters seconded the motion.  The Atkinson Planning Board voted all present in favor.  Vote:  
4/0/2 with two members absent. 
 
The next Planning Board meeting will be a public hearing Wednesday May 21, 2014. 


