Meeting Notes
April 14,2009 7PM

Present:Selectmen Childs, Friel, Bennett,
from DOT Craig Greene, Mike Dugas, Doug Deporter
from Hampstead 3 Selectmen, Police Chief, Road Agent

Worthen from Stantec: Jerry Fortin and Aaron LaChance

Chief Consentino, Chief Murphy, Road
Agent Ted Stewart, Planning Board members Killam and Dimaggio,
RPC planner Dave Walker Chuck Morse

Representatives from DOT explained a Federal funding program for Highway Safety
Improvements; the funding is to make roadway improvements that will address safety
issues and reduce fatal crashes. The areas that receive funding must be supported by
crash data. They review a “5% Report” from the Department of Safety to assess the
most dangerous areas.

Initially they identified 240 candidate locations throughout the state; that list was
circulated to Highway District for their comments. The intersection of Route 111 and
Island Pond Road/West Road was not in the initial list, but District 6 suggested that it be
added for consideration. They set up this meeting to take local input.

The Police Chief from Hampstead talked of a high accident rate at the location, and
expressed his concerns about new development in the area in the way of expansion of
Freshwater Farms and the addition of Dunkin donuts.

Ted Stewart spoke about his concerns with the vertical alignment going east from the
intersection, suggesting they ought to consider designing for higher speed traffic.

Hampstead resident Jim Stuart noted that if they signalize the intersection they would
expect more traffic to turn towards Hampstead center, and that could be a problem.
Mr. Greene responded that he didn’t think the data would trip the warrant for
signalization.

Mike Murphy asked about timeframes; Mr. Greene felt that designs could be done by
end of summer which would lead to public hearings this year, but not construction.

There was quite a bit of discussion about the whole section of roadway between the
subject location all the way to the Route 121 intersection to the east. Mr. Greene
reminded the audience that the topic was safety improvements at the subject
intersection that could be funded by the particular Federal program, and this is not



intended to redesign long sections.

Paul Dimaggio made specific suggestions about deceleration areas and guardrails;
suggests they will need more road width to accomplish. Others expressed concern
about speeding traffic.

Dave Walker from Rockingham Planning Commission suggested that we may need a
major corridor study for Route 111 in the future, due to the expansion of Route 93 and
general growth in the area.

Aaron LaChance of Stantec reviewd the memo sent from the Atkinson Planning Board
to DOT about this section of roadway.

Mr. Greene wrapped up the discussion saying that they will develop a concept for the
location and bring it back for a public hearing in the fall prior to doing a final design.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Killam, from notes



