
 
 

Town of Atkinson 

Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, August 10, 2009 

 

 

 

At 7:37pm on Monday, August 10, 2009 Chairman Childs called the Regular meeting to order in the Atkinson 

Town Hall. 

 

Members Present: 

Chairman Fred Childs 

Bill Friel 

Bill Bennett 

 

Approval of Minutes 

July 13, 2009 –– Non-public session 

Mr. Friel made a motion to approve the minutes of July 13, 2009, non-public, as submitted by Mr. Bennett, 

seconded by Chairman Childs. Vote: 2/0/1. 

July 23, 2009 – Non-Public session  

Mr. Friel made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of July 23, 2009, non-public, as submitted by Mr. 

Bennett, seconded by Chairman Childs. Vote: 2/0/1. 

July 27, 2009 – Non-public session  

Mr. Friel made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of July 27, 2009, non-public, as submitted by Mr. 

Bennett, seconded by Chairman Childs. Vote: 2/0/1. 

July 27, 2009 – Non-public session (land) 

Mr. Friel made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of July 27, 2009, non-public,  as submitted by Mr. 

Bennett, seconded by Chairman Childs. Vote: 2/0/1. 

July 31, 2009 – Special meeting 

Mr. Friel made a motion to approve the special meeting minutes of July 31, 2009 as submitted by Mr. 

Bennett, seconded by Chairman Childs. Vote: 2/0/1. 

July 27, 2009 - Regular meeting 

Mr. Friel made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of July 27, 2009 as submitted, seconded 

by Mr. Bennett, carried unanimously.  

  

Appointments 

Highway Safety Committee 

Chairman Childs made a motion to appoint Joshua Dugdale “at large” and Susan Killam from the Planning 

Board to the Highway Safety Committee, seconded by Mr. Friel, carried unanimously.  

Technology Committee 

Letter of Resignation from Loren Albright as he is taking an active role in the Emergency Communication 
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Committee.  

Mr. Bennett made a motion to accept the resignation of Loren Albright from the Technology Committee, 

seconded by Mr. Friel, carried unanimously.  

 

Assessing 

2010 Veterans’ Tax Credit 

Chairman Childs made a motion to grant the veteran’s tax credits for Map 3, Lot 23 – 26 Sleepy Hollow 

Road and Map 7, Lot 139-4a – 14 Eldon Way, seconded by Mr. Friel, carried unanimously.  

 

Chairman Childs made a motion to deny the veteran’s tax credit for Map 10, Lot 7-61a – 28 Overlook Drive 

(applicant must have an Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal or Vietnam Service Medal to qualify), 

seconded by Mr. Friel, carried unanimously.  

 

Chairman Childs made a motion to grant the veteran’s tax credit for Map 12, Lot 1-4B - 15 Pentucket 

Court, seconded by Mr. Friel, carried unanimously.  

 

Chairman Childs made a motion to deny the veteran’s tax credit for Map 14, Lot 3-1 - 8 Willow Vale (PA-33 

not received), seconded by Mr. Friel, carried unanimously.  

 

Highway Safety  

Chief Consentino and Robert Murad appeared before the Board of Selectmen. A meeting of the Highway Safety 

Committee was held and they had several questions for the Board. The citizens “at large” are Joshua Dugdale, Bob 

Murad, and Noriko Travers as well as Susan Killam. The Board of Selectmen previously added a third at large 

citizen to the committee and removed the Board of Selectmen representative. Chief Consentino wishes to have 

another person be the chairman. Chairman Childs suggested having a meeting and electing someone else.  

Mr. Bennett made a motion to change the Highway Safety Committee’s Charge to change the position of  

Chairman from the Chief of Police to being elected by the body, seconded by Mr. Friel, carried 

unanimously.  

 

Settler’s Ridge Street Light  

Letter from Board of Selectmen to the Highway Safety Committee regarding the lighting situation. The committee 

will review and will get back the Board with their recommendations. 

 

No Parking Signs  

Letter to be sent to Board of Selectmen from the Highway Safety Committee regarding the no parking signs on 

Meditation Lane. 

 

Community Center Parking 

Noriko Travers has requested a light in the Community Center parking lot. The cost would be $169.20 per year. 

Discussion of light being on a timer. The Committee will review the cost and get back to the Board of Selectmen.  

 



  Board of Selectmen 
  August 10, 2009 

3 
 

Bryant Woods Road 

Area with brush overhang, the Committee to discuss with the Road Agent and check with owner of property. 

Possibility of Trustee to cut back brush.  

 

Chief Consentino and Mr. Murad stated the committee plans to play an active role in all proposals before the 

Planning Board.  The Committee is also applying for grants. The Committee is re-activated and they plan to 

improve communications with all town departments. 

 

Signs 

Chief Consentino sent a letter to Division 6 to install two signs on Academy Avenue stating “Emergency Vehicles 

Leaving” and sent a request to headquarters.  

 

Police Department 

Chief Consentino requested guidance regarding police cruiser that is six years old has a leak in the head gasket. 

General discussion of issue, the estimated cost to repair is $1,500-$2,000. Chief Consentino stated the three 

options are spend the money to fix the gasket; take money from outside detail account and purchase new cruiser 

and pay it off next year; or repair with money from outside detail account as there is no money in the 

maintenance account. Chairman Childs questioned the budget for next year and there is no guarantee that they 

will have it in the budget. Mr. Friel requested this issue be taken under advisement. The cost to look at the vehicle 

and determine extent of issue is $150-$200. The Chief to have the vehicle looked at and get in touch with the 

Board of Selectmen to make a decision.  

 

Accident 

Chief Consentino stated there was a motorcycle accident with fatality today at Hall Farm Road and Route 111. The 

light is flashing red/yellow light. Chief Consentino is requesting to notify the state and request they put a regular 

light at the intersection. The Highway Safety Committee to write a letter regarding this request to the Board of 

Selectmen and then send to the Sate. There have been multiple accidents at that intersection and now a fatality. 

Chairman Childs stated the light will cost the town money. 

 

Award Bid 

East Road Recreation 

Mr. Friel sent a letter to the Board of Selectmen with his findings and sent it to the engineer and the Recreation 

Board. The Board plans to hold off until they get a recommendation from the engineer.  

Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, August 12, 2009 @ 6pm to discuss police cruiser and East Road Recreation 

bid. Barbara Snicer to post meeting.  

 

Other Business 

Building Needs Committee 

There is a need for more members. If interested please sign appointment slip at Town Hall. There are issues that 

the Committee needs to address including the condition of the Kimball House.  
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Congressman Paul Hodes 

Chairman Childs stated that representatives from Congressman P. Hodes’ office came to Town Hall to discuss 

issues on August 5
th.  

Residents spoke individually. Jack Sapia appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss 

the health care issue and his recent meeting with Congressman P. Hodes’ representatives.  Mr. Sapia stated there 

was no feedback from the interview. He feels that health care is a critical issue and we need to defend our seniors 

and future generations. Mr. Sapia suggested the Board of Selectmen hold a forum to hear concerns from residents 

and send a copy to the Congressman. Mr. Sapia stated we have a right to speak and suggested a regional 

meeting. The Board of Selectmen thanked Mr. Sapia for his input.  

 

Correspondence 

Statue for Atkinson  

The town received a letter from a resident that there is a statue honoring soldiers available. Mr. Friel stated the 

statue has been given to Swampscott, MA. 

 

Tax Collector 

Mr. Friel made a motion to direct the Tax Collector to not deed any listed properties for the year 2008, 

seconded by Mr. Bennett, carried unanimously.  

Mr. Bennett stated the town does not want to deed the properties for delinquent taxes, there is a lien with priority 

and when the property is sold the town will get their money anyway. If the town did deed the property they would 

be responsible for maintenance of property and any liability.  

 

Department Heads 

Highway Department 

Barbara Snicer to call regarding dumpster removal at dump.  

Repairs to Town Pound, waiting for reply from Ted Stewart.  

Payroll issues to be discussed with Mr. Stewart. 

 

Maintenance 

Cleaning Service 

New company is doing a better job. They will continue to keep tabs on new company.  

 

Police Station Water leak 

Mr. Friel to schedule with Chief Consentino to check roof. The company wants approval from the Police 

Department.  

 

Reverse Osmosis Proposals 

Waiting for two proposals from Dave Weymouth.  

 

Old Business 

Bid Format 

Mr. Bennett is working on bid format. 
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Lion’s Club Memorial 

Mr. Friel stated he spoke with George Winchell and getting feedback from the Lion’s club about what they would 

like to do for a memorial. Mr. Friel to touch base with Lion’s club.  

 

Longevity Recognition 

Mr. Bennett stated they originally had a July 15
th

 deadline, the deadline was extended to August 15
th 

to submit 

names. If anyone has input for people who should be recognized for 10+ years of continuous service to the town 

please submit the names. Barbara Snicer to follow-up.  

 

Town Administrator 

The Board of Selectmen had their first interview tonight. Mr. Friel to schedule another interview for Wednesday.  

 

Open Bids 

Town Hall Roof Repairs 

Chairman Childs opened bids. 

Engelwood Construction, Manchester, NH            $26,668. 

                   Additions $ 2,900. 

                   $ 2,500. 

                    $ 5,800. 

A.J. Wood Construction, Inc. 

Salem, NH                   $22,050. 

            Addendum $ 3,500. 

Lambert Roofing, Inc.                $27,200. 

Haverhill, MA           Addendum $ 1,800. 

                      $ 950. 

           $ 50/hr. + materials 

Multi-State Roofing, Inc. 

Winchendon, MA                $39,900. 

JNR Gutters, Inc.  

Haverhill, MA           Unable to find amount 

 

New Business 

Cemetery Meeting 

Mr. Friel to schedule cemetery meeting with Dale Childs, Detective Farrar, Mr. & Mrs. Morelli, Rose Cavalear, Debra 

DeSimone, Don Murphy, the cemetery trustees and the Board of Selectmen.  

 

Energy Efficiency Workshop 

Based on proposal from last [sic ???]  the Committee would like to review the energy report and action plan. The 

committee would like the department heads at the workshop. Mr. Friel suggested waiting until September. Glacial 

request to be discussed at the same time. Workshop to be held Tuesday, September 1
st
. Barbara Snicer to call 

Michelle Veasey and schedule with department heads.  
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Free Recycling Day 

Saturday, August 15, 2009 8am-2pm at Windfield Alloy (#2 Route 111, Atkinson) 

Residents of Atkinson and Hampstead only. Televisions, monitors, computers, laptops, misc. electronics - stereos, 

remote controls, telephone, etc.. All types of metal. White goods (appliances not containing Freon).  Refrigerators 

($10 per unit charge) Air conditioners ($10 per unit charge). Any material that is not hazardous waste or rubbish.  

 

Recreation 

2 day Vermont Green Mountain tour - September 12
th

 & 13
th.

 Get in touch with Noriko Travers if you are 

interested in signing up or for more information. Trip is full but they are taking names for a waiting list.  

 

New Business 

Incoming Mail/Fax Log 

Mr. Bennett requested not recording e-mails on log. Only record items that are sent to one Selectmen. Mr. Friel 

stated he would like to wait until a Town Administrator is in place. Discussion of whether hard copies of e-mails 

are made.  

 

Future Agenda 

August 17, 2009 - (7:30pm) T-Mobile Meeting at Town Hall  

Attorney Grill presentation to address issues from last meeting.  

 

At 9:03 pm Mr. Bennett made a motion to go into non-public session under RSA 91a:3 II.(a) to discuss 

personnel issues, seconded by Mr. Friel, carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kristen J. LeBlanc 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Fred J. Childs, Jr., Chairman 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

William G. Friel 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

William M. Bennett 


