
Town of Atkinson 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 7:30 P.M. 
Monday, November 30, 2009 

 
 
Open Meeting: 
 
Open Regular Session: 
 
 Chairman F. Childs opened the Regular Meeting of the Atkinson Board of Selectmen at 7:30 PM 
on Monday, November 30, 2009, in the Atkinson Town Hall, and led those assembled in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Members Present:    Others Present: 
 F. Childs, Chairman    P. Smith, Town Administrator 
 W. Friel      P. Consentino, Chief of Police 
 W. Bennett     T. Stewart, Road Agent 
       D. DiSimone, Tax Collector 
       G. Childs - Cemetery 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
 Mr. Childs requested that the Board of Selectmen approve the minutes for the October 5, 
2009 regular meeting.  Mr. Friel made a Motion to Accept the Minutes of the October 5, 2009 
regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen as submitted.  Mr. Childs seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Childs – yes, Mr. Friel- yes, Mr. Bennett – abstain.   
 
 Mr. Childs requested that the Board approve the minutes for October 8, 2009 special 
meeting of the Board of Selectmen regarding SBA Towers as submitted.  Mr. Friel made a motion 
to approve the minutes as submitted, Mr. Bennett seconded the motion.  Mr. Childs – yes, Mr. Friel 
– yes, Mr. Bennett – yes.   
 
 Mr. Childs requested a motion to approve the minutes of the October 19, 2009, regular 
meeting, of the Board of Selectmen as submitted.  Mr. Bennett requested that approval of the 
October 19, 2009 meeting be deferred until he had time to read through the minutes.  Mr. Childs 
agreed. 
 
 Mr. Childs requested a motion to accept the October 19, non-public #1 meeting of the 
Board of Selectmen as submitted.  Mr. Bennett pointed out that Mr. Bartelomeo’s name was 
spelled Barteldemeo and should be corrected.  Mr. Bennett also pointed out that a roll call vote 
and an opening time also needed to be included.  Mr. Bennett made a motion to approve with the 
changes as noted.  Mr. Friel seconded the motion.  Mr. Childs – yes, Mr. Friel – yes, Mr. Bennett - 
yes.   
 
 Mr. Childs requested a motion to accept the October 19, non-public #2 meeting of the 
Board of Selectmen as submitted.  Mr. Bennett stated that the roll call vote and opening time 
needed to be included.  Mr. Bennett requested that the third paragraph containing the statements 
of the Road Agent be stricken as being ambiguous and state that the Board discussed issues with 
the Road Agent.  Mr. Bennett made a motion to accept the minutes with the stated changes.  Mr. 
Friel seconded the motion.  Mr. Childs – yes, Mr. Friel – yes, Mr. Bennett - yes.   
 
 Mr. Childs requested a motion to accept the October 21, 2009, special meeting of the 
Board of Selectmen as submitted.  Mr. W. Bennett stated that Mr. Friel submitted the four letters 
regarding the developers rather than Mr. Bennett.  Mr. Bennett  made a motion to accept the 
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minutes of the special meeting of October 21, 2009 with the stated changes.  Mr. W. Friel 
seconded the motion and the Board voted:  Mr. Childs – yes, Mr. Friel – yes and Mr. Bennett – yes.   
 
 The minutes for the October 26, 2009 meeting of the Board of Selectmen were not 
discussed.   
 
 Mr. Childs requested a motion to accept the minutes for the November 9, 2009 regular 
meeting of the Board of Selectmen as submitted.  Mr. Childs then stated that there were two 
corrections, one on page 7, one paragraph down, it states Pope House and it should state Pope 
Pavilion, the Town pays electricity for Pope Pavilion and the well.  Mr. Childs made a motion to 
accept the November 9, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen as corrected.  Mr. W. Friel 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Friel voted yes, Mr. Bennett abstained and Mr. Childs voted yes.   
 
 Mr. Childs requested a motion to accept the minutes for the November 13, 2009 special 
meeting of the Board of Selectmen as submitted.  Mr. Bennett started that the vote stated that Mr. 
Bennett made the motion and seconded it and requested it be corrected.  He then requested that 
on the second page at the bottom in the sentence W. Friel made the  motion requesting his.., the 
words “Road Agent” be inserted in the sentence “W. Friel requested that his…   Mr. Childs 
requested a motion to accept the November 13, 2009 special meeting of the Board of Selectmen 
as corrected.  Mr. W. Bennett made a motion to accept.  Mr. Friel seconded the motion.  Mr. Friel 
voted yes, Mr. Bennett yes and Mr. Childs voted yes.   
 
Scheduled Appearances: 
 
 P. Consentino, Police Chief 
 
 Chief Consentino reported that Don Roberts, the computer technician for the police department 
had resolved all problems with the new computer system. 
 
 Chief Consentino read the latest crime statistics into the minutes:  assaults up 80% compared to 
last year; motor vehicle accidents down 25%;  criminal threatening down 28%; burglaries up 83%; theft 
down 2%; fraud up 100%; criminal mischief down 40%; domestic disputes are the same; littering and 
illegal dumping up 44%; bad checks down 28%; noise up 280%; juvenile offenses up 90%; animal 
complaints down 30%; suspicious persons up 56%; requests for an officer up 53%; calls for service – 
2007-2008 down 1.2% and 2008-2009 up 4.75%.  Mr. Childs asked if the statistics for this year were to 
the end of the third quarter.  Mr. Consentino replied that the rates were a comparison for the time period 
from January 1, 2009 to November 30, 2009 compared to all of 2008. 
 
 Chief Consentino then asked if the Town had made a decision regarding Mr. Consentino’s 
request to be allowed to drop his health insurance and be repaid for the premiums by the Town.  Mr. 
Childs and Mr. Bennett informed him that they could not allow it.  Mr. Consentino pointed out that the 
contract stated that if a Town employee elected not to take health insurance, they would receive between 
$600-800 per year.  Mr. Childs responded that he does not recall that clause.  Mr. Consentino then asked 
the Selectmen about the contract that he had been requesting the Selectmen to sign for almost 5 years.  
Mr. Bennett and Mr. Friel stated that they were unaware of any contract with Mr. Consentino.  Mr. 
Consentino stated that he would send in the contract the following day.   
 
 The next item that Chief Consentino requested to discuss was leasing or purchasing of a vehicle 
for Elderly Affairs as had been discussed at the Board of Selectmen meeting of October 26, 2009.  Mr. 
Consentino reported that he had checked with three dealerships and Singer Subaru was far superior.  Mr. 
Consentino stated that the list price for the vehicle requested would be $28,000 with buy backs it would 
be reduced to $19,500 and that most of the money for the vehicle could be raised through donations, that 
the Town would need to raise $12,500 and there would be a $7,500 deposit which would be raised 
through donations.  The Town could then pay $3,000 per year for 3 years until the vehicle was paid for.  
Chief Consentino then read the Warrant Article into the minutes.   
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 Mr. Bennett pointed out that $3,000 per year for 3 years was $9,000, not $12,000.   Bennett 
further pointed out that Chief Consentino stated that the purchase price of the vehicle was $19,500; there 
was a $7,500 down payment which would leave $12,000.  Mr. Consentino stated that $7,000 for the down 
payment would come from donations with $500 coming from the Charitable Fund and that the remaining 
amount would be paid at $3,000 over 3 years.  Mr. Friel reiterated that the purchase price was $19,500, 
with a $7,500 down payment, that left $12,000 to be repaid.  Mr. Bennett then went over the proposed 
warrant article.  Chief Consentino stated that the down payment would come from donations and the 
remaining three years payments would be $4,000 per year.  Mr. Bennett stated that he was in favor but 
asked Mr. Consentino for a revised warrant article. 
 
 Mr. Friel stated that there were two issues.  The first is that the Town needed to accept the 
donation and have a refundable check in case the warrant article does not pass.  Mr. Consentino stated 
that an anonymous donor will donate $5,000 into the Charitable Fund.  Mr. Friel asked where the other 
$2,000 would come from and Mr. Consentino stated that it would come from the Charitable Fund.  Mr. 
Friel stated that the Town needed someone to come forward with the donation.  Mr. Consentino stated 
that he would make changes to the warrant article stating that the payments would be 3 years at $4,000 
per year, and he would get a letter from the Charitable Fund for the $7,500.  Mr. Friel stated that the 
Town needed a check in hand. Mr. Childs stated that he could get the check.  Mr. Friel replied that as 
long as the money was in hand, the Board would allow the warrant article to go to a public meeting.  Mr. 
Friel stated that the  
 
 Mr. Bennett stated that Mr. Consentino should contact Mr. Smith and the Town Attorney.  Mr. 
Consentino stated that he would get a check for $7,000 made out to the Town of Atkinson with a 
stipulation that it was for the purchase of a new vehicle and would be refunded if the vehicle were not 
purchased by the end of March. 
 
 Mr. Friel stated that the second issue was a public hearing, that it needed to be publicized and 
there had to be a vote to accept the donation.  Mr. Friel further stated that the deadline for warrant articles 
was December 9

th
.  Mr. Consentino stated that a public hearing was not needed for a warrant article, just 

to accept the donation.  Mr. Bennett suggested that Mr. Consentino discuss the warrant article with the 
Town Attorney and come back to the Board with a revised warrant article the following Monday, with the 
public hearing the following Monday.   
 
 The last item Mr. Consentino brought before the Board was his appointment as Director of Elderly 
Affairs.  Mr. Bennett stated that Mr. Friel had the information, especially regarding indemnification of Town 
employees and volunteers for various positions.  Mr. Bennett further stated that he would like to look at 
the agreement for volunteers for all volunteers and in particular for director of elderly affairs; that Mr. 
Consentino would be the only volunteer who is almost a department head; with a budget and employees 
and that he would like to have an agreement.   
 
 Mr. Bennett then made a motion to accept Philip Consentino as Director of Elderly Affairs 
effective immediately until the Town could give him an agreement; and in the meantime look at our 
agreement with all volunteers and at the agreement for the Director of Elderly Affairs.   
 
 Mr. Friel stated that he was uncomfortable with appointing Mr. Consentino because the position 
as volunteer of Director of Elderly Affairs was not a statutory position and does not have coverage under 
the RSA’s, and there is nothing in the statutes that protects him from liability.  Mr. Consentino suggested 
that there were two ways the Board could handle it, the first would be to make him an employee and give 
him a salary of $10.00 per week.  Mr. Bennett suggested that Mr. Consentino be hired for $100 per year.  
Mr. Consentino agreed if the Town Attorney approved and stated that the other alternative would be to 
have the Police Department run Elderly Affairs for the Town.   
 
 Mr. Bennett stated that he would amend his first motion to state that the appointment would be 
until December 31, 2010 or withdraw his first motion and make a new motion to hire Mr. P. Consentino as 
Director of Elderly Affairs at $100 per year.   
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 Mr. Smith stated that Mr. Consentino would fall under employee guidelines and that he would be 
more comfortable.  Mr. Friel asked how the position would be created.   
 
 Mr. Consentino replied that in 1993 he came before the Board as Police Chief and stated that 
there was a need for a special department for elderly affairs and as Police Chief he offered to take elderly 
affairs under the Police Department and handle it; and that in 1993 the Board created the department and 
appointed Mr. Consentino as head.  Mr. Childs suggested that the Board hire Mr. Consentino at $100 per 
year and put a warrant article for a public hearing.  Mr. Friel stated that there would have to be an election 
and a warrant article to create specifics to agree with the RSA’s and that there were issues of liability 
regarding picking up residents in Town vehicles.  Mr. Childs mentioned that he may be mistaken about 
December 9

th
 as the last date for a warrant article.  Mr. Bennett stated that no one has time to write a 

warrant article and that December 9, 2009 is the last day for zoning.  Mr. Friel checked the calendar and 
stated that January 25, 2010 was the last day for the Selectmen to post a warrant and budget at all 
polling places.  Mr. Childs stated that there was enough time.   
 
 Mr. Bennett requested to withdraw his previous motion and make a motion to appoint Mr. 
P. Consentino as Director of Elderly Affairs effective immediately at a salary of $100 per year, 
prorated for this year with an expiration of appointment of the second Tuesday of March, March 9, 
2010.  Selectman W. Friel seconded the motion and the Board voted Mr. Bennett yes, Mr. Friel – 
yes and Chairman Childs – yes in favor.   
 
 - E. Stewart, Road Agent 
 
 Chairman Childs then called Mr. E. Stewart, Road Agent before the Board.  Mr. Stewart stated 
that he was before the Board to discuss emergency lanes and that he sent a memo to the Board dated 
September 28, 2009 requesting a hearing in October to create emergency lanes, the hearing has not 
been scheduled and that he was before the Board to see when the hearing would be scheduled.   
 
 Mr. Friel asked Mr. Stewart to refresh his memory and if he had asked the Town Attorney.  Mr. 
Stewart stated that there is a conflict because of the road bonds and that homeowners in Blackford 
subdivision put up a bond to have the roads plowed in the subdivision themselves.  Mr. Friel further stated 
that there were issues with the new subdivisions and that the permits and bonds were not cleared, and 
the subdivisions were not approved and the Town was plowing.  Mr. Friel then asked why the Town was 
plowing subdivisions that were not approved and stated that the developer should plow them.  Mr. 
Stewart replied that in the past the Town plowed the subdivisions, and it was voted on by the Board of 
Selectmen but the Town has the right not to and that creating an emergency lane would not require the 
Town to plow, it allow the Town to clear the way for fire protection.  Mr. Friel asked how many emergency 
lanes would be required.   
 
 Mr. Stewart replied that there were ten total and four out of the ten were pre-existing his 
appointment and had been treated as fire lanes since the 1950’s.  Mr. Stewart recommended that the 
Selectmen post a public hearing and go through the process because he believes the Town is legally 
bound; he further stated that all the abutters needed to be notified of the public hearing.  If one abutter did 
not agree then the fire lane could not be created.  Mr. Stewart also stated that all Ordinances needed to 
be followed and that once a fire lane is declared it would protect the Road Agent regarding winter plowing 
and accidents.   
 
 Mr. Childs stated that he agreed, that the Town had plowed unapproved subdivisions all along 
and that the change would affect 100 homes.  Mr. Friel stated that it would affect 100’s of homes.  Mr. 
Childs stated that the Town was had to provide plowing.  Mr. Friel asked if a public hearing was 
scheduled every year. 
 
 Mr. Stewart stated that he had researched how to create the emergency lane; that the first step 
was to have a Public Hearing.  He further stated that he had spoken to the Town Attorney and Mr. 
Kalman informed him that the Board would need to notify everyone and it needed to be done 
immediately.  Mr. Stewart further stated that the law required the notice be mailed at least 10 days prior 
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notice and that the notice process had to start at least three weeks prior in order for all notices to be 
mailed in a timely manner.   
 
 Mr. Childs requested that Mr. Smith call B. Snicer and ask her to post a notice in the Eagle 
Tribune.  Mr. Bennett stated that he would like to combine the hearing with the hearing to accept 
contributions for the department of elderly affairs.   
 
 Mr. Stewart then inquired about merit pay for employees in his department.  The Board informed 
him that the issue had already been voted for 2010, that no Town employees would receive merit pay or 
raises.  Mr. Stewart requested that the Board compare wages in his department with wages in other 
departments and wages for similar departments in other Towns.  Mr. Friel informed Mr. Stewart that the 
issue had been discussed at meetings with other Towns and with meetings with other department heads 
for the Town of Atkinson and that the employees in his department received comparable wages.  Mr. 
Childs requested that Mr. Stewart come before the Board next year to request wage increases for his 
department.   
 
 Mr. Stewart then informed the Board that the Budget Committee had requested a line cut for 
employee wages at the recycling center and stated that he could cut the number of open hours at the 
recycling center or cut salaries.  Mr. Stewart stated that last year the Board closed the dump from 
February to April and asked if the Board planned on closing the dump in 2010.  Mr. Bennett asked Mr. 
Stewart what the recycling center usage was.  Mr. Stewart replied that the biggest time is two to three 
weeks after Christmas and that recycling slowed from mid-January until the snow melted.  He requested 
that instead of closing the recycling center entirely for a two to three month period that the Board reduces 
the hours, closing on Sunday which would be better than closing completely from January to April.   
 
 Mr. Bennett agreed.  Mr. Friel stated that the Town saved more than wages by closing the 
recycling center entirely for that two to three month period.  Mr. Childs stated that there would still be 
curbside recycling.  Mr. Bennett stated that the Town voted for a recycling center.  Mr. Stewart stated that 
he wished to keep recycling stream for entire year.  Mr. Friel again stated that wages were not the only 
expense of operating the transfer station, that dumpster rental also had to be considered.  Mr. Childs 
stated that the Board would inform Mr. Stewart of their decision.   
 
 Mr. Childs addressed Ms. Gail Childs of the Cemetery Committee asking what she wanted to 
bring to the Board.  Ms. Childs stated that the departments needed to work together more and stated that 
tasks such as limbing trees, blowing out water could be done collectively in order to save money for the 
Town.  Ms. Childs suggested that the department heads meet regularly.  Mr. Bennett asked if that had 
been done in the past and Mr. Smith stated that it was in the plan.  After further discussion it was agreed 
to start holding department head meetings in the Town. 
 
 Ms. Childs stated that she and Ms. DeSimone were also before the Board to discuss the Health 
and Welfare Budget. 
 
Department Heads 
 
  
- Town Administrator – P. Smith 
 
 Mr. Smith presented new figures for the Town Budget to the Board.  The first item discussed was 
Fica and that item was high because the recording clerk was being paid from the Fica budget.  Mr. 
Bennett asked that Mr. Smith find out what line minutes were being paid from.  Mr. Smith then stated that 
he had some explanations for the incrase in the rental lease for the postal scale and postage, and one of 
them was the ink cartridges.  Mr. Bennett requested to take another look at Fica and asked if all the items 
had been adjusted and Mr. Smith replied that they had.  Mr. Smith stated that he was looking at a scale 
that would only weigh up to 2 pounds rather than the current scale which weighed up to 5 pounds.  Mr. 
Bennett suggested that Mr. Smith check with the Town Clerk and Planning before he changed the 
postage scale.  Mr. Smith stated that it was necessary to punch in a code before the postage meter could 
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be used.  Ms. DeSimone and Ms. Childs both informed the Board that each department had its own code.  
The next item was dues, subscriptions and memberships and Mr. Smith informed the Board that most of 
those amounts were for the New Hampshire Managers Association, there was also an accounts payable 
for the State of New Hampshire and notary dues for Ms. Snicer.  Mr. Smith then stated that the Education 
Conference dues were $367.93 for Matthew Bender and Company for RSA’s, New Hampshire 
Association of Assessing was $21.00 Matthew Bender again at $71.50 and the New England Tribune 
subscription of $117.00 for a total of $576.43. 
 
 Ms. G. Childs and Ms. D. DeSimone then requested to address the Board regarding amounts 
budgeted for Health and Social Services, especially Family Mediation, Child Advocacy and Juvenile 
Services.  Ms. Childs stated that the State was cutting the amount given to towns for family mediation and 
that the Town lost $10,000 out of a Rockingham County Incentive Grant to provide free mediation, 
challenge courses for people with drug and alcohol problems, programs to stop smoking.  If these 
programs were cut then Town residents would have to drive to Nashua to participate.   
 
 Ms. DeSimone stated that Family Mediation and Juvenile Services has helped many families; and 
that many people have come to her to state that these services have saved their child’s life.  Ms. 
DeSimone also stated that budget cuts have created more stress for families and pointed out the Chief 
Consentino had informed the Board that juvenile crime was up 90%.  Ms. DeSimone pointed out that in 
2008, 160 Atkinson residents had participated, resulting in a cost of $52.60 per resident.  Ms. Childs 
pointed out that the mediation process can take months.  Mr. Bennett asked if people used the services 
voluntarily or if they were court directed and also who refers people to these programs.  Ms. Childs 
responded that people are referred by schools and by the Probation Officer.   
 
 Mr. Smith asked if the request for funds from these agencies were case driven or population 
driven.  Ms. Childs replied that the fund requests were population driven.  Mr. Smith asked why the 
amount requested from Hampstead was higher than the amount requested from Plaistow and Ms. Childs 
replied that Hampstead had a higher population.  Mr. Childs stated that the census next year would 
provide a better head count.   
 
 Ms. Childs also pointed out that if funds for “A Safe Place”, were cut there would be no program 
for court advocacy for battered women, that the advocate follows the women through the entire Court 
process and that she has worked with them for years.  She also stated that the same could be said for 
Child Advocacy and the Child Advocacy Budget would be cut from $15,000 to $7,500.  Ms. DeSimone 
pointed out that funds for hospice would also be cut in the proposed budget.   
 
 Mr. Childs stated that he did not know that the cuts were there.  Ms. DeSimone stated that Mr. 
Smith was probably not aware of how much these services were used by residents and that he was told 
to cut the Town budget.  Mr. Bennett stated that the Board would look at the amounts budgeted for health 
and social services again.  Ms. Childs stated that the Board should look at each service to see if the Town 
used it.  The Board continued to discuss various social services included in the budget and it was agreed 
that the Mr. Smith would look at each one to see which were utilized and submit the amounts to the Board 
at a later date.   
 
 Mr. Smith then presented the legal services department budget and stated that he had increased 
the amounts budget as requested at the previous meeting of the Board. 
 
Old Business 
 
 There was no old business. 
 
Open Assessing RFP’s: 
 
 Mr. Childs stated that there were eight bids for assessing.  Mr. Bennett asked about mapping 
software and asked if it were true that all bidders had to use Avatar Mapping systems and why the Town 
should stay with the existing mapping system.  The Selectmen then looked at the RFP for assessing.  Mr. 
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Bennett stated that it must be stated in the RFP that the Avatar mapping system needed to be used.  Mr. 
Childs stated again that he had eight bids and asked how to proceed.  Mr. Bennett requested to see the 
bids.  Mr. Childs opened the bids and summarized each bid for the Selectmen and the audience.  Mr. 
Bennett suggested that S. Killam, Chairman for the Planning Board review the bids and Mr. Childs 
agreed.  Mr. Bennett also suggested that the Board ask surrounding Towns as well.  Mr. Friel asked why 
Mr. Bennett wanted Ms. Killam to review and Mr. Bennett replied that she had subject matter familiarity.   
 
 Mr. Childs asked P. Smith, Town Administrator if he had anything else to report to the Board.  Mr. 
Smith replied that letters regarding bond issues for roads in subdivisions had been drafted and he was 
meeting with Chairman Killam of the Planning Board next week and that she was not satisfied with the 
letter to Maple Heights.   
  
 Mr. Smith then stated that there had been a police call to Valcat Lane regarding rocks placed in 
the road, that they had been removed and a police report was filed.  Mr. Bennett asked if they were 
placed in Valcat Lane or at the lower end.  Mr. Childs stated that it was in the Police Report.  Mr. Smith 
read the police report and showed the Selectmen pictures taken at the site.  Mr. Bennett asked when the 
letter to Attorney Soltani went out.   
 
 The next issue discussed was repairs to Town Hall.  Mr. Friel stated that he would accompany 
Mr. Weymouth regarding the vent in the roof.  Mr. Childs stated that there was a leak in the foyer.  Mr. 
Bennett stated that there was water on the gravel and the soffit was leaking.  Mr. Smith stated that Mr. 
Weymouth was checking into the water dripping out of the soffit. 
 
 Mr. Childs informed the Board members that Mr. Barbera, Chairman of the IT Committee had 
called and requested a meeting with the Board of Selectmen to open the RFP’s in public.  The Board 
agreed to Friday at 2:00 p.m. and requested Mr. Smith to post a notice with Ms. Snicer. 
 
New Business: 
 
 There was no new business. 
 
Future Agenda 
 
November 29 – 4 PM Town Tree Lighting 
November 30 – Assessing Bids Due 
December 1 Budget Committee:  T/A (including IT) 
December 3 – 4 PM IT Support Services Due 
December 3 – 5:30 PM Atkinson Country Club Tree Lighting 
December 9 – Last day for Planning Petitions 
 
 Chairman Childs made a motion to adjourn the November 30, 2009 meeting of the Town of 
Atkinson Board of Selectmen at 10:03 p.m.  Selectman William Bennett seconded the motion and 
all Mr. Bennett, Mr. Friel and Chairman Childs voted yes to the motion. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
        Fred J. Childs, Jr. 
 
 
_________________________ 
         William G. Friel 
 
 
__________________________ 
      William M. Bennett 


