
Town of Atkinson
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes
November 8, 2010

W. Friel opened the regular meeting of November 8, 2010 at 7:41pm in the 
Atkinson Town Hall and led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Members Present: Others Present:
W. Friel, Chairman P. Smith, Town Administrator
W. Bennett T. Platt, Stiletto Architectural Studio
F. Childs B. Innes, Recreation Committee

P. Consentino, Chief, Atkinson Police Department
W. Baldwin, Lieutenant, Atkinson Police Department
T. Stewart, Road Agent

Approval of Minutes:
Non Public portion of Regular Meeting – November 1, 2010

W. Bennett made a motion to approve minutes from the non public portion of Regular 
Meeting 
October 25, 2010 as corrected.  Second:  W. Friel.  Vote: 3/0/0.

Regular Meeting – November 1, 2010

W. Bennett made a motion to approve minutes from the Regular Meeting November 1, 
2010 as corrected.  Second:  W. Friel.  Vote: 3/0/0.

Regular Meeting – October 25, 2010

W. Bennett made a motion to approve minutes from the Regular Meeting October 25, 2010 
as corrected.  Second:  W. Friel.  Vote: 3/0/0.

Department Budget Presentation:
Phil Smith, Town Administrator - 2011 Budget

Mr. Smith presented corrections to the 2011 budget worksheet.

W. Bennett made a motion to take the Executive Budget under consideration with the 
following amounts:  Board of Selectmen $32,596; Town Administrator $104,367; Clerical 
$16,795; Conflict of Interest $327.00; and Committee Support $100.00 second:  F. Childs.  
Vote: 3/0/0.

W. Bennett made a motion to take under advisement the financial administration with 
Accounting and Financial at $82,613; Auditing at $15,497; Assessing at $49,683; Treasurer 
at $3,700; Budget Committee at $1,019; Legal Services at $40,000; Personnel 
Administration at $36,105; Other Insurance at $55,336; Advertising and Regional at 
$6,013; Health and Welfare at $6,859; Children, Clinics and Services $14,952; Adult and 
Family Services $9,931; Mental Health Facilities $7,500; Special Purpose Programs at 
$9,600; General Assistance at $12,450; Debt Principal at $90,000; Debt Interest at $33,894.  
Second:  F. Childs.  Vote: 3/0/0.

Appearances:
 Platt, Stiletto Architectural Studio



Mr. Platt reviewed his proposal to improve the stability and safety of the recreation building.  
The proposal included ways to bring the building up to code structurally, mechanically, and 
electrically.  Mr. Innes expressed structural and aesthetic concerns about the building.  The group 
agreed most of these concerns were maintenance issues which may not need to be included in the 
study.  Mr. Platt will rework the proposal separating all areas and will include some of the 
concerns expressed by Mr. Innes. 

Department Heads
Chief Consentino and Lieutenant Baldwin

Paying Fire Fighters time and a half rates

Chief Consentino asked the Board for approval to pay fire fighters time and ½ rates when they 
are assisting the police department with detail work.  Discussion occurred around the difference 
between a non-profit organization and a government election requiring a detail.  The Board 
would prefer for Chief Consentino to schedule police officers to cover elections as part as their 
regular duty and not as an extra detail.   The Chief stated that according to the labor board part 
time employees cannot be scheduled if it interferes with their full time job.  The Board with take 
this issue under advisement. 

Tax Rate

Chief Consentino asked the Board if the tax rate has been set.  The Board stated nothing official 
has been set yet.  

Air Quality Assessment

Chief Consentino inquired about the recent air quality assessment performed at the Police 
Department.  The Board has not received this assessment.  Chief Consentino will resend the 
information.

Outside Detail Rate

Chief Consentino inquired about changing the outside detail rate.  The Board needs to do some 
work on this issue and will get back to the Chief upon completion.  

Ted Stewart – Road Agent – 2011 Bids/Proposals

• Asphalt – Accept Brox proposal – $61.58/ton + escalation

• Care of Grounds  (Mowing)

• Crack Sealing

• Lawn Care Program (Fertilization)

• Road Striping

• Tree Removal

W. Bennett made a motion authorize the Road Agent to proceed with all the 
bids/proposals.  Second:  F. Childs.  Vote: 3/0/0.

Town Administrator’s Report:
See attached.

W. Bennett made a motion to encumber the balance of Article 2010-26, Kimball House 
Repairs, to 2011.  (Balance as of 10/31/2010: $20,000). Second:  F. Childs.  Vote: 3/0/0.

Old Business: 
Postage Meter Contract/Pitney Bowes



Pitney Bowes has requested a meeting to resolve issue.  Mr. Bennett will set the meeting up.

Woodlands of Atkinson Road Bond Release

The Board needs to see the sign off from Keach and Nordstrom.

New Business:
Plaistow Regional Prosecution Contract 

Mr. Smith will make changes.

Assessing Re-evaluation

Mr. Friel requested this be put out for competitive bid.

Equipment Rate for Snow Season.  

Mr. Friel asked the Board to review Mr. Stewart’s spreadsheet /proposal to make a decision for 
next week.

Right of Way Issues

Code Enforcement Officer and Road Agent are working on categorizing the list.

Future Agenda

11/11/10 – Veterans’ Day Town Hall Closed
11/13/10 – Turkey Raffle AFD
11/24 – 25/10 - Thanksgiving Holiday Town Hall Closed
12/7/10   – LGC Collective Bargaining Training Concord

W. Friel made a motion to adjourn at 9:10pm.  Second:  F. Childs.  Vote: 3/0/0.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amanda Williams

William Friel, Chairman William Bennett Fred Childs

Town Administrator’s Report

• Reminder:  Collective Bargaining training now December 7th @ NHLGC 
0900-1600 hours

• BayRing; Comcast:  Selectmen Bennett

• Rockingham Community Action:  The loan employee ends 12/31/10 
(Ethel Grover) Letters from Town hall

• Appointment to MBTA, and refinement of time frame on last weeks 



motion.

• Hardwood Floors at Community Center:  ($2,304) Dave W, scheduled 
floors 12/23 12/29 (12/25 & 26 off).  The floors will be ready for use on 
Monday, January 3, 2011.

• • • • Budget Presentation Schedule to BOS:

11/08 TA, Cemetery, Maintenance

• Kimball House:  Contract Traynor Glass, painter encumbrance

• Motion to have the treasurer release funds to pay Galloway the remainder 
of his bond and his final payment.

• Authorization from SAU 55:  Energy Audits

• Hall farm Realty Trust:  Release of Bond was released by engineers a 
long time ago

• LGC:  1 Addendum needs signature.

• Mason and Rich:  removal of 3.5% - Contract expires 12/31

• Rockingham VNA:  removed from Human Services Budget

• Galloway:  Bond Release and Final Payment

• Part-Time Fireman:  Used in traffic paid time and a half??


