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Town of Atkinson 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes 
July 27, 2015 

W. Baldwin opened the Regular Meeting of Monday, July 27, 2015 at 7:30pm and led all present 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members Present: Others Present: 
W. Baldwin, Chair B. Innes, Town Administrator 
P. Consentino  
J. Grosky   
W. Friel  
H. Morse, Vice Chair  

Approval of Consent Agenda: 
• Minutes 

o 7/13/2015 – Non-Public Meeting 
H. Morse made the motion to seal the non-public minutes of July 13, 2015 until July 12,   
2015.  Second:  P. Consentino.  Vote:  5/0/0. 

o 7/13/2015 – Regular Meeting 
• Donations 

o Elder Services Transportation Trust - $1,655 
o Elder Assistance Trust - $440 

 
H. Morse made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda of July 27, 2015 with revisions to the regular 
meeting minutes of 7/13/2015 and revisions to the non-public meeting minutes of 7/13/2015.  Second.  P. 
Consentino.  4/0/1.  W. Baldwin abstained from the motion.  

Old Business: 
Elder Services’ Car #58 Retirement – Clarification 
Mr. Innes provided the Board of Selectmen with the following update on Elder Services vehicles: 

• Vehicle# 58 has been retired as of 6/30/15 and has been replaced by vehicle #60, moved from the Police 
Department to Elder Services.  Vehicle #58 will be held and traded when necessary. 

• Subject to further donations, the Elder Services Department would also like to replace car #56 because it 
has 137K miles and has to be plugged in at night during the cold weather in order to start up in the 
morning. 

Improved Cell Phone Service – P. Consentino 
Mr. Consentino explained he will be working with Ms. Snicer to mail out a letter this week.  The letter will 
serve as inquiry from the Board of Selectmen on getting better service in town. 

Stop Signs at Westside Drive and Island Pond Road – E. Stewart 
Mr. Innes has not heard back from the Town Engineer.  Topic will be moved to the next meeting. 

Social Media Strategy Discussion 
Mr. Innes explained he has been working on developing a Social Media Strategy policy over the past month and 
would like permission to move forward with developing a Social Media Policy.  This policy would set 
guidelines for town employees to use when posting to Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram concerning town 
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business.  The Police Department and Library have a Facebook and Twitter account.  The town would use a 
Facebook or Twitter account to post information for residents such as alerts or upcoming events.  The Board of 
Selectmen gave Mr. Innes permission to move forward with finalizing the Social Media Strategy policy. 

Trash Complaints 
Mr. Consentino explained that trash complaints are still coming in.  Mr. Innes said the town is averaging about 
one complaint per week.  A record of complaints is being maintained. 

New Business: 
Town Clerk’s Salary Increase 
Ms. Cavalear submitted a request to the Board of Selectmen asking for their help to increase the salary of the 
elected officials.  Mr. Grosky agrees it is clear the Town Clerk is clearly underpaid compared to the surrounding 
communities.  Mr. Innes said they have received a cola increase for 3 of the past 4 years.  Discussion occurred 
around whether or not elected official are supposed to receive their raises through a warrant article and not the 
Selectmen.  Mr. Innes will check the RSA’s and bring this topic back for discussion at the next meeting. 

Tree Removal - Cemetery 
Mr. Innes explained that the Cemetery Department will be using “A Tree Health Company, Inc.” to remove one 
large sugar maple tree that has decayed, one dead cherry tree, and 2 large pines in the newer area.  There are 
also three trees needing cabling support.  The total cost will be in the amount of $3,400, which will come out of 
the Cemetery Budget. 

Communications Antenna Move/Replace – Town Garage 
Mr. Innes presented a quote from 2-Way Network Division in the amount of $2,493.32 for a new wall-mount 
antenna system on the town garage.  The Board of Selectmen asked Mr. Innes to obtain a one or two more 
quotes. 

MTBE Testing Results 
The Department of Environmental Services has tested 100 properties this year for MTBE in their wells.  All 
tests came back normal except for one address which is now being supplied water by the town.  Mr. Innes will 
put the results on the website. 

Dispatch Contract 
**Mr. Baldwin Recused himself from this discussion 
Mr. Innes explained the current dispatch contract is going to expire at the end of this year and presented a 
proposed 2016 – 2018 dispatch contract in the amount of $146,273, as the total cost for 3 years.  Discussion 
occurred around using a different dispatch service such as Rockingham County.  Mr. Grosky stated for the 
record that even though he is an employee for the Town of Salem, he has not conversed with them on this topic 
and will recuse himself if need be.  Mr. Innes will work on inviting different providers to appear before the 
Board of Selectmen. 

**Mr. Baldwin returned to the meeting 
 
Town Newsletter Discussion 
The town newsletter is just about ready to go.  Mr. Grosky will write something up for the newsletter regarding 
openings on Committees. 
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Fuel Cost Discussion 
Mr. Innes presented the following fuel comparison matrix to the Board of Selectmen with the recommendation 
to use Cumberland Farms: 

Location Gas Price Diesel Price 
NH DOT Depot $2.67 $2.96 
Haverhill Mobile $2.85 $2.89 
Cumberland Farms $2.63 $2.63 
Prime $2.63 $2.63 
Rt. 111 Sunoco $2.72 $2.69 
Haffner’s $2.85 $2.93 
Gulf $2.80 $2.79 
Irving $2.65 $2.65 
 
Mr. Baldwin will look into reimbursement of state tax in Massachusetts.  Mr. Grosky would not be in support of 
using the NH DOT Depot because of how far away it is.  Mr. Consentino will follow up with Mr. Murphy at 
Skelley Mobile.  Mr. Innes will follow up with Sunoco, Cumberland, Irving, and Prime to get more definitive 
numbers. 

TA Hiring Schedule 
Mr. Innes announced that 24-26 resumes have been received so far.  Mr. Innes asked the Board of Selectmen for 
permission to add Ms. Snicer to the Committee and proposed to change the process to be that the Committee 
ranks each resume on a scale of 1 to 10.  Each resume will then get a score.  Those resumes with the highest 
scores will be phone interviewed and then four candidates will go before the Board for interviews.  The Board of 
Selectmen agreed to add Ms. Snicer to the Committee but turned down Mr. Innes’s proposal and asked to keep 
the plan as it was voted on but will use Mr. Innes’s ranking system for each resume. 

Future Dates: 
7/28 & 8/14 – Movie Nights at Library Courtyard @ 8:00PM (Movies TBD) 
7/30 – Senior Summer Luncheon 12:00 – 2:00 @ Community Center 
8/20 – Free Concert & Ice Cream Social – Kimball Library Courtyard 5:30pm 
8/20 – Elder Services’ Fundraiser Cookout – Kimball Library Courtyard 
8/25 – Foxwoods Casino Day Trip – Leave Community Center 8am 

Mr. Consentino made a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting of July 27, 2015 at 9:16pm.  Second.  H. 
Morse.  4/0/0. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Amanda Lueders 
  
 
William Baldwin, Chair   Phil Consentino  William Friel 
 
 
Jason Grosky  Harold Morse, Vice Chair 
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