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Town of Atkinson 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes 
August 31, 2015 

 

W. Baldwin opened the Regular Meeting of Monday, August 31, 2015 at 6:30 PM. 
 
Members present:  B. Baldwin, J. Grosky, H. Morse, P. Consentino   
 
Motion to enter the non-public session made by: J. Grosky;  Second by: P. Consentino; Vote:  4/0/0 
 
Roll Call:  B. Baldwin – Y 
    H. Morse – Y 

   J. Grosky – Y 
   P. Consentino – Y 
   B. Friel - Excused 
      

Specific exemption relied upon as foundation for the non-public session: 
RSA 91-A:3II(b/c) Hiring an Employee/Reputation 
 

W. Baldwin returned to the Regular Meeting of Monday, August 31, 2015 at 7:30 PM and led all present 
in the pledge of allegiance. 

Members Present: Members Absent: Others Present: 
W. Baldwin, Chair W. Friel A. Bracket, Chief, Atkinson Police Department 
P. Consentino  J. Dugdale, Animal Control Officer 
J. Grosky   B. Innes, Town Administrator 
H. Morse, Vice Chair  J. LoPizzo, Elder Services Director 
   

Non-Public Meeting Motions: 
RSA 91-A: 311(b) – Police Department Hire – PT Officer 
 
H. Morse made a motion to hire Dane Denton as a part-time Police Officer at a rate of pay of $17.84 per 
hour.  Probation period will abide by the police union contract.  Second.  P. Consentino.  4/0/0. 

RSA 91-A: 311(b) – Police Department Hire – Crossing Guard 
 
P. Consentino made a motion to hire Susan Edwards as a crossing guard for the town of Atkinson at the 
rate of pay of $13.50 per hour, effective September 1, 2015.  There will be a probationary period for 3 
months   Second.  H. Morse.  4/0/0. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: 
• Minutes 

o 8/24/2015 – Regular Meeting 
o 8/24/2015 – Non-public Meeting 
o 8/24/2015 - Workshop 
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H. Morse made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda of August 31, 2015 with no changes.  Second.  J. 
Grosky.  4/0/0.  

Old Business 
Community Center Sign 
Mr. Consentino asked about the Community Center Sign.  Mr. Innes reported there are no updates from last 
week. 

Fire Chief – TA Committee 
Mr. Consentino asked whether or not the Fire Chief has been asked to sit on the Town Administrator’s Hiring 
Committee yet.  Mr. Innes the Fire Chief has not been asked the yet.  Mr. Consentino will follow up with the 
Fire Chief on this matter. 

Sandwich Board Sign 
Mr. Innes explained the new Code Enforcement Officer has just started with the position and he plans to assign 
this task to him at some point next week. 

Westside Drive Complaint 
Mr. Baldwin explained he received a complaint from a resident of Westside Drive who is concerned about the 
amount of speeding going on and big trucks going through.  Mr. Innes will follow up with Chief Bracket and 
bring it to the attention of the Highway Safety Committee. 

Intersection at Island Pond Road 
Mr. Innes expressed concern with having to mail out 300 letters to notify residents of the public meeting 
scheduled to occur on this matter.  The Board of Selectmen instructed Mr. Innes to only mail letters to those 
residents within 500 feet of the intersection.  Mr. Innes will also post announcements on the internet, ACTV, 
and as a news brief in local newspapers. 

New Business: 
Approve Project Improvement Guarantee – Sawmill Ridge – Phase I 

**Mr. Morse recused himself from the meeting 

Mr. Innes explained that Lewis Builders Development, Inc. has issued a Project Improvement Guarantee in the 
amount of $111,100.00 in the form of a cash bond to guarantee completion of improvements for Phase I of the 
Sawmill Ridge project.  Mr. Innes asked the Board of Selectmen to accept the bond.  

P. Consentino made a motion to accept the cash bond from Lewis Builders Development, Inc. in 
the amount of $111,100.00 for work being done on Phase 1 of Sawmill Ridge effective 8/25/2015.  
Second.  J. Grosky.  3/0/1.  Mr. Morse recused himself from the motion. 
 

**Mr. Morse returned to the meeting 

Budget Presentations 
   Police Department 
Chief Bracket appeared before the Board of Selectmen to present the 2015 Police Department budget and made 
comments to the following budget lines: 

Account No. Description Budget Proposed Change Reason for Change 
42101.110.01 Part-Time Chief’s Salary 69,888 71,985 3.00% Due to a 3% pay increase that Chief 

Bracket was schedule to receive. 
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42101.110.03 Full Time Officers Pay 
(Hourly) 

207,215 203,759 -1.67% Due to receiving a 3% pay increase 
last year and another 3% this year.  
There was a turn over and 2 officers 
were lost and some part-time 
officers were hired at a lower rate. 

42101.110.04 Dispatch 39,323 40,613 3.28% Position changed from part-time to 
full-time approved by the 
Selectmen.  

42101.110.06 Sergeant 125,605 126,280 0.54% Due to pay increase and so low 
because we lost one sergeant to a 
lower paid one. 

42101.220.00 Fica 13,497 6,626 -50.91% Chief became aware that part-time 
officers were paying into Fica, yet 
they are considered retired 
annuitants and do not have to pay 
social security and neither does the 
town. 

42101.110.09 Sergeant’s Overtime 16,868 16,868  There was one Sergeant in this line 
before but now reflects two 
sergeants. 

42101.230.00 NH Retirement 87,901 101,840 15.86% Increased rate. 
42101.320.00 Legal Services 11,380 11,380  This is a year to year contract for 

the town attorney’s offices. 
42105.625.00 Postage 500 875 75.00% Increased use. 
42105.870.00 Uniforms 14,000 16,500 17.86% Due to union contract. 
42107.360.00 Cleaning Service 750 5 -99.33% Dropped service and put money in 

the food budget for the Trustee. 
42107.410.00 Electricity 5,500 6,285 14.27% Dave Weymouth has been working 

on correcting some issues in the 
department and Chief Bracket 
believes that’s why the line is so 
high. 

42107.810.00 Food 2,000 2,700 35.00% Transferred from cleaning service 
line to here for food for the Trustee. 

42109.740.00 New Equipment 15,000 15,000  Last year money was put in this line 
for a new car, but the department is 
not buying one.  Money will be 
used for new shot guns and Tasers. 

 
P. Consentino made a motion to accept the Police Department budget for preliminary approval 
in the amount of $936,445 with an increase of 1.31%.  Second.  J. Grosky.  4/0/0. 
 
Animal Control 
Chief Bracket and Josh Dugdale presented the 2015 Animal Control budget and made comments to the 
following budget lines: 

Account No. Description Budget Proposed Change Reason for Change 
44191.341.00 Telephone 250 250  This is Mr. Dugdale’s cell phone. 
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*The Police Department keeps a record of what Mr. Dugdale does.  There are no timesheets since the position is 
considered a salaried position. 

H. Morse made a motion to accept the Animal Control budget for preliminary approval in the 
amount of $16,705 with no increase or decrease from last year.  Second.  P. Consentino.  4/0/0. 
 
Elder Services 
Jean LoPizzo appeared before the Board of Selectmen to present the 2015 Elder Services budget and made 
comments to the following budget lines: 

Account No. Description Budget Proposed Change Reason for Change 
42151.110.01 E.S – Payroll (10 part-

time-drivers) 
65,000 67,000 3.08% Increased due to what is forecasted 

for the rest of the year.  The 
Selectmen would like a separate line 
for the Director’s salary. 

42151.341.00 Telephone 420 0 -100% Don’t have any phones. 
42151.390.00 Other Professional 

Services 
1,000 1,600 60.00% Used for fundraising mailings and 

printing expenses.  It is going to cost 
$500.00 to letter the van. 

42151.620.00 Office Supplies 400 500 25.00% Used for paper. 
42151.625.00 Postage 10 100 300% Increased usage. 
42151.635.00 Vehicle Gas (4 vehicles) 11,000 10,000 -9.09% Needs to be changed to 5 vehicles.  

Cut based on gas decrease. 
42151.660.00 Vehicle Maintenance (4 

vehicles) 
5,000 5,000  Budged 5,000.  Two cars are going 

away.  Car 58 has been retired.  Ms. 
LoPizzo has been doing fundraising 
and has raised 8,200.  If a new car is 
obtained, car 56 will be taken out.  
Rockingham Toyota is willing to 
work with the town to supply a new 
vehicle that could be advertised.  
Handicap van will be replaced next 
year. 

 
J. Grosky made a motion to accept the Elder Services budget for preliminary approval in the 
amount of $89,425 with an increase of 1.71%.  Second.  P. Consentino.  4/0/0. 
 

**The Board of Selectmen took a 5 minute recess. 

Cable Operations 
Mr. Innes explained the cable operations budget is decreased by 1.64% on account of not needing as many hours 
from staff due to robotic cameras.  The cameras should be operational within the next couple of months. 

H. Morse made a motion to accept the Cable Operations budget for preliminary approval in the 
amount of $55,445 with a decrease of 1.64%.  Second.  J. Grosky.  4/0/0. 
 
Dispatch Contract Discussion 
Topic put off until September 14, 2015. 
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Sandown Withdrawal Committee 
Mr. Grosky updated the Board of Selectmen that the Sandown Withdrawal Committee will be meeting again on 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015.  Mr. Grosky had put in a request for the School District to go back and calculate 
all of the moneys spent on Sandown schools.   

City of Dover Cap 
Mr. Grosky updated the Board of Selectmen that the city of Dover is making a push to challenge the cap that the 
State of NH puts on education dollars it refunds to towns.  There are emails going around with further detail on 
this topic. 

Future Dates: 
9/1 – Matt Flanders (K. Ayotte) Selectmen’s Office 12N to 1PM 
9/2 – CPR/AED Course at Fire Station 7-9PM - $20/Person 
9/3, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24 – Outdoor Archery at Collins Park – 4 to 5 PM $60 for Atkinson Residents’ $65 for Non-residents 
9/7 – Labor Day Town Offices closed 
9/10 – CPR/AED Course at Fire Station 1-3 PM - $20/person 
10/2 – Timberlane Got Talent at the PAC starting at 7:00PM 
10/25 – Lions Man of the Year Award 

J. Grosky made a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting of August 31, 2015 at 8:46pm.  Second.  P. 
Consentino.  4/0/0. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Amanda Lueders 
  
 
William Baldwin, Chair   Phil Consentino  William Friel 
 
 
Jason Grosky  Harold Morse, Vice Chair 
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