
Town of Atkinson
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes
March 7, 2016

W. Baldwin returned to the Regular Meeting of Monday, March 7, 2016 at 7:32pm and led all
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Members Present: Members Absent: Others Present:
W. Baldwin, Chair R. Patuto, Cemetery Trustee
P. Consentino A. Phair, Town Administrator
W. Friel
J. Grosky
H. Morse, Vice Chair

Approval of Consent Agenda:
 Minutes:

o 02/22/2016 Regular Meeting Minutes
o 02/29/2016 Regular Meeting Minutes

 Donations
o Elder Services Assistance Expendable Trust Fund - $100
o Elder Services Transportation Fund - $125.00

 Assessing
o Abatement 13/2 69 Main Street Deny
o Solar Exemption 6/3 4 Atkinson Farm Road Grant $47,795 assessment reduction
o Veterans’ Tax Credits 3/95 13 Meadow Lane Grant $500

                  17/86/38 2 Lamplight Drive Grant $500

P. Consentino made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda of 3/7/16.  Second.  J. Grosky.  W. Friel
recused himself from the motion. H. Morse abstained from the motion.  3/0/1. 

Apperances:
Lighting of the Flags – Robert Patuto
Mr. Patuto appeared before the Board of Selectmen to explain the lighting involved in Warrant Article 2016-4 is
for the purpose of properly illuminating three flag poles at the cemetery during hours of darkness.  Per the
United States Flag Code, it is universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset, however when
needed for a patriotic effect, the flag may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illuminated.  Flag
poles that are not properly illuminated are potentially subject to a significant fine. An estimate has been received
in the amount of $7,500 to run power from Main Street, then underground to the cemetery.  The greatest cost of
this project would be to bring the power in, and not the actual use of it.  Per Mr. Baldwin’s request, Mr. Phair
will post the United States Flag Code to the Town website to educate residents on the proper handling of a
United States flag.  Mr. Grosky would like residents to know the Town is not being threatened with a any fines
and encouraged residents to vote on what they think is right.

Announcement:
Atkinson Lions Club Concert
Mr. Consentino announced that the Atkinson Lions Club will be sponsoring a performance made by the band
“Beatlejuice” on Saturday March 26th in the amount of $30.00 per ticket. 
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Old Business:
Fire Department Water Damage Update
Mr. Phair explained that all construction has been completed at the Fire Department except for carpeting and the
cleaning of tiles in the basement, which totals less than $2,000.  No damage was made to the equipment.  

Summer Sun n Fun Extra Week Proposal
Mr. Phair presented a matrix showing what the income and expense would be with an extra week added to Sun n
Fun.  The numbers are based on 2015 numbers and are dependent upon the amount of registrations.  Discussion
occurred around setting a deadline on Atkinson registrations to give the Recreation Department time to open the
program up to surrounding towns at a higher rate.  The goal is to accrue enough revenue from the program to
counter the deficit which has always been around $10,000 in the past. While the revenue for the extra week will
just about offset the income for that week, Mr. Phair will have to find the $7,964 expense that will come out of
the budget for that extra week.    

J. Grosky made a motion to give preliminary approval to the Recreation Department to start the Sun n
Fun program a week early this year for a full 7 week summer program subject to the Recreation Director
coming back with plans in terms of deadlines and how the program may be expanded to allow other
towns to claim open spots at a higher rate.  P. Consentino. 5/0/0.

Mr. Phair will invite Noriko Travers to a Selectmen’s meeting no later than the first week in April.

Tree at Down Commons
Mr Grosky asked Mr. Consentino if he received the answer he needed regarding the tree being cut down at the
common.  Mr. Consentino explained he followed up with Mr. Stewart who explained he had a company come in
and look at the tree who determined the tree to be rotting from the inside.

New Business:
Acknowledgement Statement Form
Mr. Phair presented an Acknowledgement Statement form to the Board of Selectmen for approval.  The form
will be used as a way to track Department Heads & Employees receipt of a policy.  Mr. Baldwin recommended
labeling the sheet with the policy and enough signature lines for each Department Head in order to consolidate
paperwork.   

Community Center Parking Lot
Mr. Phair explained he has been working with Mr. Stewart who had spoken with the Town Engineer regarding
getting some thoughts on how best to deal with getting the Community Center parking lot paved.  Mr. Phair will
get back to the Board of Selectmen on this as viable options are formulated.

Newsletter
Mr. Phair announced the newsletter has gone out via email and was opened by 1,048 recipients.  Mr. Phair
acknowledged Barbara Snicer, Jason Grosky, and Jean LoPizzo for their hard work in getting the newsletter
complete.

End of Term – Mr. Baldwin
Mr. Baldwin announced it was the end of his term and his last time serving as chair in this term.  Mr. Baldwin
thanked all his fellow colleagues and family for their unbelievable support and faith in him and that it has been a
privilege to serve them all.

Future Dates:
 3/8/2016 – Atkinson Town Meeting 7am – 8pm (voting for Town candidates & Warrant Articles)
 3/9/2016 – CPR/AED Training 1PM to 3PM Atkinson Fire Station
 3/14/2016 – “An Evening of Irish Music” with Paul Carroll 6:30pm to 8pm – Kimball Library
 3/15/2016 – St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at Indian Head Resort (See Noriko at Community Center)
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 3/16/2016 – Health & Fitness Fair 3PM to 5PM – Timberlane High School Cafeteria
 3/16/2016 – CPR/AED Training 7PM to 9PM – Atkinson Fire Station
 3/17/2016 – Boston Flower Shower.  Leave Community Center at 9:30am $30 (Contact Noriko)
 3/20/2016 – Rabies Clinic at Atkinson Fire Department – 11:00AM – 1:00PM (Sunday) Dog Licenses available
 3/20/2016 – Senior Citizens’ Party 1PM to 3:30PM – Timberlane High School
 3/22/2016 – Cyber-Crime Prevention for Seniors with Greg Page – Kimball Library
 3/22/2016 – “The Quite ‘Big Date Revolution’” (Who’s Tracking you Online)” with Greg Page 6:30PM to 8PM – 

Kimball Library
 3/25/2016 – K of C Blood Dirve 1PM to 6PM – Atkinson Community Center
 3/29/2016 – Senior LUAU party at Sawyer’s Banquet Facility Plaistow (Contract Noriko at Center)

P. Consentino made a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting of March 7, 2016 at 8:06pm.  Second.  J.
Grosky.  5/0/0.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amanda Lueders

William Baldwin, Chair Phil Consentino William Friel

Jason Grosky Harold Morse, Vice Chair
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