
ATKINSON ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
21 Academy Avenue 

Atkinson, New Hampshire   03811 
 

 
 
Public Hearing Meeting Town Hall 
Wednesday October 9, 2013 
 
Present:     Glen Saba, Chair; Dick Paquin; David Farris; Shane Keating 
 
 
Public Hearings– 7:35 P.M.  
Jonathan and Shawna Keevers application for a Variance from Article V Section 530-d to allow front 
porch to be within the front setback on property located at 18 Academy Avenue, Map 13 Lot 76 in the 
Town Center Zone 
 
Abutters List was read with the following present: 
 Mr. Keevers 
 
Mr. Keevers explained that he wanted to put a roof over two columns or posts in front of the house over 
the front door. This would be 8 feet deep and 16 feet in width. There would be no enclosure of the porch, 
and no flooring. The posts would go out about 7 feet from the front of the house and the roof would go 
out about 8 feet. Mr. Keevers explained this was for protection from the weather which constantly beats 
down on the front door.  
 
The Board reviewed a drawing, not to scale. The existing house is approximately 18.6 feet from the right 
of way. The proposed open porch would make it about 10.6 feet away from the right of way and 25.6 feet 
from the roadway. 
 
There was no abutter input. Mr. Farris and Mr. Paquin had taken a walk across the street to view the 
property. The existing house already encroaches  the setbacks.  
 
The Board reviewed the criteria: 
 

1.) The Board agreed unanimously that this was met based on the discussions and the application 
as presented.  

 2.) This is a 3 acre parcel. The Board agreed unanimously that this was met based on the 
discussions and the application as presented.  
 3) The Board agreed unanimously that this will be met based on the discussions and the 
application as        presented. 
 4.) The Board agreed unanimously that this was met based on the discussions and the application 
as presented. 
 5.) a.)  There is no overcrowding. It is in keeping with the character of the neighborhood. There 
are trees between the houses and the neighbors do not have a view of the property from the side. The 
house was built in 1910. The Board agreed unanimously that this was met based on the discussions and 
the application as presented.  
      b.)   The structure will help protect against the weather and deterioration of the home. There is 
uniqueness to the property because the house already exists and encroaches into the setback. The Board 
agreed unanimously that this was met based on the discussions and the application as presented.  
 



Mr. Keating made a motion to grant the request for Variance 39.6 +/-, allowing it to be 10.6 feet from 
the right of way, as stated above, for an open portico 16 feet x 8 feet with a roof and 2 pillars/posts. 
There will be no walls, flooring and no enclosure of the structure,  based on the application as 
presented and all of the criteria having been met. Mr. Paquin seconded the motion and it was 
unanimously approved. 
  
 
 
Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the hearing. Mr. Saba adjourned the hearing at 7:50 p.m. 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted   _____________________________________ 

Minutes transcribed from tape  Rebecca Russo 

 
 


